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Dear friends
Sea Sunday July 10" 2022

In Hong Kong, the harbour and surrounding waterways are filled with ships, some going just a short distance, some
leaving here to go halfway round the world, others arriving from Europe, America, Singapore or closer to home
from the Philippines or Vietnam. All of them are essential to world trade and bring the world to our doorsteps and
supermarkets. All of the ships have one thing in common; they are driven and manned by seafarers from all over
the world.

Some have faced great danger and difficulty in carrying out their tasks, many have faced storms, bad weather and
some have risked their lives in the face of piracy not only in the South China Seas but off the coast of West and East
Africa. But above all in these times many are not being able to be repatriated due to the travel restriction brought
about by countries across the world faced with the challenges of COVID-19.

Over 95% of all the worlds’ commodities are shipped by sea and yet to many the face of a seafarer will never be
seen. Their lives are often far removed from the public gaze and old reputations of misdeeds and a girl in every port
have been replaced with seafarers from the developing countries of the world, sending money home to provide for
their families in the Philippines, Myanmar, India, Africa, Russia, Indonesia, and China.

The life of a seafarer is very hard; often they are away from family and friends for 9 months at a time. They may
have little time to go ashore when their ship is in port as the pressure on modern shipping is to speed up loading
and unloading of cargo. The modern-day life of a seafarer is one of loneliness and isolation. These lengths of stay
are now even greater due to COVID-19, with many seafarers having to stay on board for over a year until their
reliever can be found.

On Sea Sunday which this year is on July 10", the church remembers all who work at sea to bring our daily needs
to shore.

In Hong Kong, The Mission to Seafarers in association with The Apostleship of the Sea, The Danish Seamen’s Church
and The German Seamen’s Mission work together to make the lives of seafarers visiting Hong Kong a little bit easier.
Through our two seafarers’ centres one at East Tsim Sha Tsui and the other in Kwai Chung we offer facilities to make
visiting seafarers feel at home and wanted. By offering them hospitality, access to good telecommunications to get
in contact with family, the internet and looking after their particular needs the Mission’s together seek to address
the loneliness that has become so much part of the modern seafarer’s life.

Your prayers and support for the ministry of The Mission to Seafarers, The Apostleship of the Sea, The Danish
Seamen’s Church and The German Seamen’s Mission in Hong Kong will be very much appreciated, and please pray
for all who earn their living at sea as we join together in our prayers for seafarers from all over the world this Sea
Sunday July 10%,

Yours sincerely

S~

Senior Chaplain
The Mission to Seafarers

Rev Canon Stephen Miller

The Sailors Home and Mission to Seafarers is a Hong Kong charitable institution incorporated under its own
HKSAR Government ordinance (Cap 1042) and is the sole operator of The Mariners (/8 8 2 XK) in Hong Kong.
The Sailors Home and Mission to Seafarers is associated with The Mission to Seafarers worldwide.
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The Sailors Home and Mission to Seafarers is a Hong Kong charitable institution incorporated under its own
HKSAR Government ordinance (Cap 1042) and is the sole operator of The Mariners (78 82 &) in Hong Kong.
The Sailors Home and Mission to Seafarers is associated with The Mission to Seafarers worldwide.
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